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Japan is a volcanic and earthquake-prone country. Museums across the country are making 
efforts to record past experiences of disasters, organize them from scientific and human 
viewpoints, and hand down the lessons to future generations. At the Mt.Unzen Disaster 
Memorial Hall in Shimabara City, Nagasaki Prefecture, one of the areas affected by volcanic 
disasters, there are exhibitions related to volcanoes and disasters as well as disaster prevention 
workshops based on unique experiences. In addition, there are activities by "storyteller" where 
you can talk about your own experiences of the disaster and field work using the disaster 
remains in the surrounding area. This paper introduces the workshop in the museum and the 
challenge to connect the experience to the future. As disasters diversify in Japan, people need 
the ability to survive unexperienced disasters. The most important task for the museum is how 
to make the best use of its experience from past disasters to the future. 
 
  
Fig.1 The museum and Mt.Unzen             Fig.2 Disaster prevention education by storytellers 
 
During the eruption of Mt. Unzen in 1990 – 1995, which triggered the establishment of our 
museum, 44 people were killed in the pyroclastic flow resulting from the eruption, and houses 
were buried in the surrounding area by a debris flow, causing damage that lasted for about 5 
years. This situation was widely reported in the domestic news media and gave a great shock 
to society. In addition to these disaster exhibitions, as a new soft approach, we are working on 
disaster prevention workshops related to volcanic disasters. One of them is fieldwork utilizing 
the damaged remains. This is an activity in which those who experienced an eruption explain 
their own experiences, show the actual disaster areas, and explain the situation at that time. 
Even visitors who have not experienced a disaster can learn about the disaster at that time in 
an environment where they can no longer feel the disaster as the town recovers after the disaster. 
 
  
Fig.3 Exhibition zone in museum              Fig.4 Field work to see the damaged remains 
 
There is also a unique program that was developed based on the experiences of the disaster. 
One of them is "Evacuation experience in a situation where volcanic ash is falling during an 
eruption". In addition, as a measure for evacuating by walking on high temperature volcanic 
ash, a program to make shoe-geta under shoes is being carried out, and workshops are being 
held to devise ways of escaping while imagining the actual time of disaster. There are also 
programs where you can experience simulated experiments such as pyroclastic flows and 
debris flows using terrain models, and workshops where participants can think about where it 
is safe to evacuate to. In each case, they consider how to deal with the situation which is not 
usual. In addition, the museum collects records of the experiences and photographs of those 
days, and works to use them to pass on to younger generations. As disasters diversify in Japan, 
people need the ability to survive unexperienced disasters. The most important task for the 
museum is how to make the best use of its experience from past disasters to the future. 
 
  
Fig.5 An experimental device that reproduces  Fig.6 Evacuation experience while volcanic ash is  
pyroclastic flow in a water tank                    falling 
 
